[Allergology general practice in Switzerland: present and future].
The conditions of an allergological evaluation was determined in Switzerland, based on a questionnaire (1535 physicians and 648 pharmacists, of whom 33% answered). Besides dermatologists and allergists, ENT specialists are most frequently confronted with allergological problems. Serological determination of IgE are performed more frequently than skin tests, specifically by specialists for internal medicine and paediatrics. Pharmacists are quite often asked for remedies and tend to use alternative medical approaches more frequently than physicians. The data show that the specialty of allergology is changing and that, along with the high frequency of allergological patients, many non-allergologists participate in their treatment. The allergist of the future will deal more with complicated cases and be on the front line for establishing new diagnostic tools and therapies.